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Centers of Excellence Overview 

• The Integrated Food Safety Centers of Excellence 
(CoEs) were established under the 2011 Food 
Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) and are managed 
by the National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic 
Infectious Diseases (NCEZID) within the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

• The CoEs build capacity in other health departments 
by developing and providing online and in-person 
resources, training, and assistance for foodborne 
illness surveillance and investigations. 

2 



Main Activity Areas 
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Strengthen 
surveillance and 

outbreak 
investigations 

Analyze timeliness 
and effectiveness 

of responses 

Train public health 
staff in proven 
investigation 
techniques 

Educate future 
food safety 
workforce 

Improve capacity 
of information 

systems 

Evaluate and 
communicate best 

practices 



CoE Regions 
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Florida CoE 
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• University of Florida 
 
 
 
 

• University of Georgia 
 

  



Examples of CoE Products and 
Services 

• Web-based trainings for public health staff 
• Environmental health tools 
• Interviewer training/interview teams 
• Certificate programs/academic courses 
• Database management 
• Stool collection and transport resources 
• Complaint resources 
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CoE Training Structure 
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Introductory Trainings 
Basic trainings for the novice investigator 

Team-Based Trainings 
Understanding roles and responsibilities 

Topic-specific Trainings 
Discipline-specific skills 

Academic 
Courses and certificates 
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Florida CoE Projects 



Foodborne Illness Introductory 
Video Series 
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State Partners Video 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1BMH2M05
PxQ  
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Complaint Surveillance via 
Crowdsourcing 

Florida CoE recently 
partnered with 
iwaspoisoned.com 
to enhance 
foodborne illness 
complaint collection. 
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Complaint Surveillance via 
Crowdsourcing 
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Complaint Surveillance via 
Crowdsourcing 



Regional Needs Assessment 

• First conducted in 2013 with responses from 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and Puerto Rico 

• Sent to front line staff 
• New York CoE regional needs assessment in 

2016 
• Development of standardized core 

questionnaire for implementation in each 
additional CoE region 
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Food Source Information Wiki 
Contribution (fsi.colostate.edu) 

• Developed by Colorado CoE to provide public 
health professionals with rapid access to basic 
information on production practices and food 
distribution systems for a range of agricultural 
food products, from farm to fork. 

• Currently 25 published articles with an additional 26 
under development 

• Florida CoE has written new articles/contributed 
to articles on following products: cucumbers, 
kombucha, oranges, oysters, sprouts, and 
strawberries 

• Avocado, cilantro and honey articles under 
development 
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CIFOR Toolkit Evaluation 

• 2013 Evaluation 
• Focus Area 2: Necessary Resources 
• Focus Area 4: Notification/Complaint Systems 
• Focus Area 7: Epidemiology Investigation 

• 2016 Evaluation  
• Focus Area 1: Relationships 
• Focus Area 5: Pathogen-Specific Surveillance 
• Focus Area 8: Environmental Health Investigation 

• Proposed 2016-17 Evaluation 
• Focus Area 9: Laboratory Investigation 
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Complaint Data Visualization in 
ESSENCE-FL 

• Proposal to import complaint data into 
ESSENCE-FL 

• Will allow for a more advanced method to 
analyze foodborne illness complaint trends 

• Beginning stages – feasibility discussions  
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TREK Learning Experience Manager 

• Outbreak response team new member on-the-
job coaching using the TREK Learning 
Experience Manager (LEM) 

• Mentor-led online modular training for new outbreak 
investigation team members 

• Goal is to have a standardized outbreak 
investigation certificate  

• Working with Colorado and Tennessee CoEs to 
develop content and test feasibility 

18 



Partnership with Puerto Rico 

• Completed Activities 
• Site visit in June 2015 
• Online complaint form 
• CIFOR Toolkit evaluation (Focus Areas 7,8,9) 
• 16 CIFOR Performance Metric calculation 

• Projected Activities 
• Follow-up site visit 
• Stool collection video 
• Puerto Rico agency specific training video 
• CIFOR Toolkit evaluation (additional areas) 
• Social marketing activities 
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Partnership with Alabama 

• Conduct Epi-Ready training in November 
• Train-the-Trainer course 
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Other CoE Projects 



Colorado CoE 

• Food Source Information Wiki 
• Quick Trains 
• Short videos and in-person trainings on: 

• Specimen collection and testing 
• Outbreak investigations 
• Interviewing 
• Environmental assessments 
• Epidemiology skills 
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Minnesota CoE 

23 



New York CoE 

• Identified as a CoE in August 2015  
• State-level needs assessment 
• Whole genome sequencing workgroup 
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Oregon CoE 
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Tennessee CoE 
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Team Roles and Responsibilities Training 
Foodborne Outbreak Investigation and Response 
Team Roles and Responsibilities – Parts A and B 

Part A  Part B  



Media 
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@FoodSafetyCoE Search for “Integrated Food Safety 
Centers of Excellence” Group 



Expanding Partnerships 

• Partnership for Food Protection 
• AFDO 
• AFDOSS 
• NEHA 
• NACCHO 
• IAFP 
• Rocky Mountain Public Health Training Center  
• Great Lakes Public Health Training 

Collaborative 
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Vision Meeting 

• Scheduled for November 
• Demo products 
• Discuss new major projects 
• Expansion of whole genome sequencing 

training and materials 
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Liaison Contact Information 

David Dekevich, MPH 
Florida Integrated Food Safety Center of Excellence Liaison 
Bureau of Epidemiology 
Division of Disease Control and Health Protection 
904-791-1526 
David.Dekevich@flhealth.gov  
 

Florida CoE  www.foodsafetyflorida.org 
CoE Tools  www.CoEFoodSafetyTools.org  
CDC CoE  www.cdc.gov/foodsafety/centers  
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Jamie DeMent, MNS, CPM 
Food and Waterborne Disease Program Coordinator 

Florida Department of Health 
Jamie.DeMent@flhealth.gov 

850-245-4116 
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